
 

 
Dear 2nd Year LearningWorks Families, 
 
With LearningWorks’ graduation just around the corner, we encourage our current 8th grade students to apply for Leadership 
Academy, our optional third-year program specifically designed to help students prepare for high school.  
 
Leadership Academy includes the full six-week summer program and an additional School Year Program 
commitment of six Saturdays in the Fall of 2019. These additional Saturdays will run parallel to our middle-school 
program, but will focus on leadership skills and the transition to high school. Similar to our summer program, Leadership 
Academy students will remain in their separate and specialized cohort during the fall. 

Please review the following items carefully to find out whether Leadership Academy is the best choice for you. 

What Leadership Academy Offers: 
1) A tuition-free program focused on leadership training, self-advocacy skills, intra-community and intercommunity service, 
academic preparedness, and the development of attitudes and habits necessary to achieve academic goals. 
 
2) A Writing Boot Camp where students learn the fundamentals of the five-paragraph essay, write both persuasive and 
analytical pieces, and review writing fundamentals such as grammar, word choice, and syntax. 
 
3) An opportunity to be an LW leader by serving as a peer mentor and event planner over the summer and school year. 

What Leadership Academy Asks in Return for Your Commitment: 

1) A commitment to attend the full Leadership Academy program: six-weeks during the summer (June 24th, 2019-August 2nd, 
2019), and six Saturdays during the fall of your freshman year. 
 
2) Full participation in Leadership Academy activities -- including our annual outdoor education and leadership training trip 
and a possible fall weekend college visit. 

Next Steps: 

To become a part of Leadership Academy:  

• Students must complete all sections of this application and return them to the LearningWorks office or postmark 
them by Saturday, March 9th, 2019 (this deadline is firm!).  

• Students will sign up for an Interview Date at Graduation. The interviews will be conducted March 18th, 19th and 20th. 

• Students are selected for Leadership Academy based on their interviews, current and past commitment to the 
program, their positive attitude, hard work, and the leadership skills they have already demonstrated at LW.  

• Acceptance letters will be mailed to students and families the week after MPS Spring Break. 
Please contact Marsille if you have any questions about Leadership Academy. I look forward to reading your applications! 
Sincerely,  

 

Marsille Reed, Student Services Director  
511 Kenwood Parkway 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 367-6187 

Applications must be turned in to LearningWorks or postmarked no later than Saturday, March 9th, 2019.  
Applications may be submitted via email to mreed@blakeschool.org 



 

 STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________                
   First               Middle              Last 
  
Primary 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Number  Street   City/State/Zip   Apt# 
 
Current School ____________________ High School ________________________ MPS Student ID #____________ 
 
Cell phone number________________________        Email____________________________________________ 
 
Have you had more than 3 absences from Summer or School-Year programming? Yes/No (circle one)  
 
If yes, please explain: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PRIMARY PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION  
 
Name_________________________________________________________________              Date_________________ 
  First      Middle   Last 
 
Primary 
Address___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
         Number  Street   City/State/Zip   Apt#  
 
Cell phone _________________________Work phone ______________________Email_________________________ 
 
Do you foresee any conflicts with the Summer 2019 dates (6/24-8/2)? ________________________________________ 
 

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
I understand that the LearningWorks Leadership Academy is a special opportunity and I am willing to fully commit 
myself to the program, which includes six-weeks during the Summer of 2019 AND the first six School Year 
Programs of Fall 2019. My family and I understand that I must be available to participate every weekday between June 
24th and August 2nd, 2019 from approximately 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. and for the first six SYP dates of Fall 2019. I also 
commit to doing one and a half hours of homework each night during the Leadership Academy summer program. 
 

Student Signature   

 

I/We understand that the LearningWorks Leadership Academy requires a high degree of responsibility and maturity 
from my student. I/We agree to help support my/our student make this commitment and attend the program during the 
dates and times outlined above. I/We also understand that I/we will be asked to come to the program for Family 
Conferences, to attend Celebration, and possibly for other special events. 
 

Guardian Signature   

   
Guardian Signature ____________________________________________________  

 



 
PLEASE RESPOND TO EACH OF THE FOLLOWING SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS 

 
Tell us about a time during which you stood up as a leader at LW. How have you gone above and beyond? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
During the Leadership Camping Trip, students get to know each other outside of the classroom. What do you want 
to learn about your peers? What do you anticipate will be challenging? What are you looking forward to? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How has your time at LearningWorks over the past two years impacted you and your future? Why are you choosing 
to come back for a third year? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In what ways have you demonstrated leadership skills in your community school since joining LW? How has being 
in the LearningWorks community helped you grow in this area? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Which qualities will you bring to Leadership Academy that will help you serve as a positive and effective leader or 
role model for younger LearningWorks students? What will YOU commit to doing to welcome new students into 
our community? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What are 3 goals you have for the summer? (These can be academic, social, or both.) 

•    

•   

•  

STUDENT APPLICATION QUESTIONS 
 
Please respond to each of the following short answer questions. Your answers can be typed separately or neatly 
handwritten and should represent your most thoughtful and careful work. Your work should also show us why 
YOU want to be a part of Leadership Academy. Writing a rough draft may be helpful to you.  



 
 
 
 
Express yourself in the space below! Show us your creative side. Show us a creative reflection of something you learned while 
at LearningWorks, or anything else that inspires you! 

 

 



 



___________________________________________________________________________ 


