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Creating connections across campuses

November 2009

By Head of School John Gulla

As you approach the Blake campus in Hopkins from
Blake Road or Excelsior Boulevard, you can see much
of the School’s original 1912 building, designed by
Hewitt and Brown Architects. In the 97 years since
then, the physical facilities on this campus have
expanded and been developed as needs have arisen
and as the School had the resources to pursue such
plans. In fact, though the building sits attractively
on the top of the hill and appears to be no more than
four or maybe six stories tall at its greatest height,

a cross section would reveal that 14 different floor
levels now exist on the Blake campus.

When the Northrop campus building was expanded
and renovated as a part of the School’s Centennial
Campaign in 2001-02, a long-term master plan for
the site had been developed to help guide Blake in
this work. The same was true for Highcroft when that
building was renovated and expanded in 2005-06.
Soon after the completion of the Highcroft project,
the Buildings and Grounds Committee of the Board
of Trustees began to look to create a similar master
plan for the largest and most complex of our three
campuses, the 60-plus acres of land and 350,000
square feet of space under roof on the Blake campus.

With the professional guidance of the architectural
firm DLR, led by the Buildings and Grounds Commit-
tee (chaired by Sandy Donaldson '73 in 2007-08 and
by Kari Alldredge in 2008-09) and under the overall
supervision of Blake’s Director of Business and Finance
Roger Martin, the School undertook a thorough
process of creating a long-term master plan for its
physical facilities and grounds in Hopkins. The charge
was simply, “How can the buildings and grounds on
the Blake campus be developed over the years ahead
to best support the programs the School offers?”
Conversations with all constituent groups took place
during no fewer than 26 separate meetings. Constraints
were lifted and dreams were encouraged. Working
with DLR, a series of charrettes were held that resulted
in a single conceptual design that was further refined
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and developed over the following year. The Blake
Board of Trustees approved the master plan for the
Blake campus at its meeting on April 13, 2009.

It is important to point out that no specific timetable
exists for the implementation of this plan. The work
began long before the current economic challenges
had developed, and the good work that was completed
as a part of this plan should guide future development
on the Blake campus in Hopkins for the next 10 to

50 years.

Conceptually, it was agreed that all buildings should
remain connected (possibly tying in the ice arena to
the complex) and any future construction should also
take place on the top of the hill (or on the topographic
plinth) and not on the outskirts of the site. It also was
agreed that future development should make the
campus easier to navigate for a newcomer and, to that
end, major orthogonal axes running south to north
(from the edge of the drop-off circle near the Middle
School entrance through the courtyard and over the
baseball diamond) and east to west (from the top

of the athletic hill driveway to the north end of the

ice arena) should be the guiding design elements.

continued on page 2
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The consensus that emerged from the thousands
of conversations was that the campus master plan
should maintain and build a welcoming sense of
community, be responsible and sustainable, and
reflect the quality of the educational experience
provided at Blake. Finally, considerable attention
was paid to vehicular access, roadways and parking.
It was agreed that, to the extent possible, roadways
onto campus should be limited and pushed to the
perimeter and parking should be located on the
south and west sides of the site with possible
additional parking under a field house envisioned
for the ridge of land just east of the current
baseball diamond.

I cannot paint in words pictures of the final
conceptual design, but our new electronic format
of this newsletter lets us show you drawings.
Again, I think it is premature for anyone at Blake to
anticipate backhoes and construction cranes. This
master plan (an overview can be found on our web
site) is a guiding map. It allowed us to redo the
Dodge entryway this past summer without concern
that these might be funds wasted if a future project
were to reconceive of this entire entryway. I do hope
in the near future that the School will be able to
secure major gifts to install artificial turf on the

Bill Glenn Field. (We are now reasonably certain
that any future development will still have this as
our premier field.) The master plan for the Blake
campus gives us confidence, as do the similar
versions for the Northrop and Highcroft campuses,
that a single, coherent plan will guide the physical
plant development as the School, now a full 10 years
into its second century, considers its development
over the decades ahead.

Trustee Nominations
Welcomed

Blake’s Board of Trustees seeks trustee candidate
nominees for a three-year term of office begin-
ning July 1, 2010.

We are looking for past and present members of
the Blake community who can bring enthusiasm
and time, as well as diverse perspectives and
independent opinions, to the critical present and
future policy issues of the School. Individuals
may recommend others or nominate themselves
to the School’s Governance Committee, chaired
by Trustee Shelley Carthen Watson. Contact
Institutional Advancement Director Bob Knuth at
(952) 988-3430 or bknuth@blakeschool.org with
any nominees or questions you may have.
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We are delighted to announce that Head of School John Gulla has been awarded a fully funded
fellowship to the Klingenstein Center for Independent School Leadership’s 2010 Heads of
Schools program at Teachers College, Columbia University. This distinguished award, granted
to just 20 heads of school worldwide, provides independent school leaders the opportunity to
focus on professional enrichment, renewal and reflection.

For two weeks in January, John will take part in the program, held on the Columbia University
campus, along with heads of schools from all areas of the United States as well as Namibia,
Panama, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Swaziland, Thailand and Turkey.

Click here to read more about this opportunity.

Congratulations, John!

2010-11 Parent Association Leadership
Nominations Needed

The Parent Association Nominating Committee will meet in December to consider next
year’s parent leadership nominations. Our mission is to elect parent volunteers for

the 2010-11 school year for the following Parent Association executive and divisional
leadership positions:

Three-year Commitment — Overall Parent Association Leader
First Vice President (President—elect)
(Year 1 as Vice President, Year 2 as President, Year 3 as Nominating Chair)

Three-year Commitment
Parent Association Representative to the Board of Trustees

Two-year Commitment
Second Vice President (Fund-raising Coordinator)

One-year Commitment
Executive Committee Secretary

Two-year Commitment — Division Level Leaders
(Year 1 as Campus Vice Chair, Year 2 as Campus Chair)
Lower School Vice Chair, Blake campus

Lower School Vice Chair, Highcroft campus

Middle School Vice Chair

Upper School Vice Chair

One-year Commitment

Lower School Secretary, Blake campus
Lower School Secretary, Highcroft campus
Middle School Secretary

Upper School Secretary

Please refer to the Parent Association bylaws for a full description of these positions.

If you are interested in serving in any of these leadership roles or you know a Blake parent
you think should be considered, please contact Parent Association Nominating Chair Leslie
Carpenter at parent_association@blakeschool.org. Names need to be submitted to Leslie
by Friday, Dec. 4.
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This spring the School will host a very special exhibit in the Martha Bennett Gallery of the
Northrop campus. The exhibit, called Blake Collects « Living with Art, will showcase the
many and varied artwork of Blake community members and will run Monday, March 1
through Friday, April 9 with an opening reception on Tuesday, March 2.

Blake Collects presents a remarkable opportunity to bring art you love and live with into
our School for others to discover and enjoy. You and your family are invited to contribute
to this exhibit by loaning a piece or select pieces. We hope to fill the gallery with paintings,
sculpture, photographs, ceramics, textiles, drawings and prints. Contemporary works on
paper, books, moving images and decorative arts are also welcome.

If you are interested, please contact Tracy Grimm in the Communications Office by Tuesday,
Nov. 24. To ensure your artwork is properly protected, this installation will be overseen by
Museum Services Inc. of Minneapolis.

Are You Interested in a Parent Book Cluh?

Language Arts Department Chair Charles Ellenbogen would like to hear from parents
interested in meeting once a month to talk about the books students are assigned to read

and books they are choosing to read. Possible titles include: “Tangerine;” “Of Mice and Men,”
“City of Beasts,” “Romeo and Juliet,” “To Kill A Mockingbird,” “Haroun and the Sea of Stories,”
“Persepolis;,” “Nine Parts of Desire;” “July’s People,” “In the Pond,” “Interpreter of Maladies;”
“This Boy’s Life;” “The House on Mango Street,” “Their Eyes Were Watching God,”

“The Great Gatsby;,” “The Catcher in the Rye,” “Fences,” “Othello,” “Things Fall Apart;’

“Pride and Prejudice” and “Song of Solomon”” If you are interested, please send an e-mail

to cellenbogen@blakeschool.org.

Meet Our International Student from Ghina
By Ariel O’Neill ’12

Ni Hao, Lulu! This year Blake has the
pleasure of hosting Lulu Ouyang from
Beijing, China. Lulu made the difficult
decision to leave her parents and
grandparents and study abroad
because she wanted to see how
students live in America. She currently
lives in south Minneapolis with the
Carter family and her host siblings
Michael ’10, Jamie 12 and Traci ’14.

Blake international student Lulu Ouyang ’11
(right) with Traci Carter ’14 (far left) and
Barbara Laco ’13

Back in China Lulu’s mother is an
architect. Her father works for the
computer marketing division in the
international company Flextronics. Lulu says her high school, The Experimental High School
attached to Beijing Normal University, is quite different from Blake. She wears a uniform to
school, and instead of moving from classroom to classroom every period, about 40 students
stay in one room all day and teachers rotate in to teach.

Lulu enjoys traveling, singing, reading, playing sports and the piano. Already she has made
a great impression on her teachers and classmates, who say she is outgoing, friendly and
hard working. She is on the girls’ swim team, and her teammates enjoy her sense of humor.
She is also on the math team, where we are constantly impressed by her innovative
approach to problems. Lulu thinks she might want to live in Europe some day, but she

has not yet chosen a career.

Lulu brings different and important world perspectives into our community. Luckily we have
this whole year to get to know her better. She speaks English very well, and she enjoys
meeting new people, so be sure to say “hi” to her in the hallway. As Lulu puts it, “I need to
know more about Blake and people need to know more about me. | am sure | can get some
great friends here.”
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By Caryn Schall

Look! Up in the sky! It’s a bird! It’s a plane!

It’s ... Mr. Rathmann? Yes folks, that object

in this photo is indeed our own Mr. Rathmann.
It should come as no surprise, however, that

he is skydiving. Skydiving requires daring,
athletic prowess and a seize-the-day mentality,
and that, ladies and gentlemen, is what Nick
Rathmann is all about.

Rathmann joined Blake’s Middle School
faculty five years ago, and he brought all of his
passions with him. He has had a love for history
and politics since he was a youngster, thus he
teaches social studies. His passion for athletics
is so strong that he competed in the Junior
Olympics in baseball and played varsity basket-
ball in college. He is currently on a traveling
baseball team, and he just completed his first
triathlon. Rathmann is also Blake’s head varsity
boys’ basketball coach and is assistant coach
for JV football and varsity baseball. You might
also say Rathmann has a passion for jokes —
playing them, that is. He tells all of his new
students that if they look real closely at a
picture of George Washington at the Constitutional
Convention in 1787, they are sure to see fellow
social studies teacher Steve Johnson in the
background.

Rathmann’s middle school years were spent in
Philadelphia, but he attended Waseca High
School and Augsburg College in Minnesota.
His dad is an agronomist, and his mom is a
school nurse. He has two younger sisters —
one who is a teacher, just like her big bro.
Rathmann’s favorite thing about Blake is that
every kid has a chance to shine. Differences
are celebrated, and he’s quite the celebrant!
Rathmann says he owes a lot of where he is
today to the great teachers he had growing up.
His teachers inspired him and challenged him
to do more and to be more. It worked for
Rathmann, and now he is out to do the same
for our Blake kids. Lucky them. Lucky us!
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By Kate Abram ’12

When something is important enough to me that | think everyone should hear it, then it’s important enough for me to be the one to say it.

“Why are you doing this project? Why is it important?” These questions were posed to me almost immediately after | was cast in Blake’s staged reading
of “The Laramie Project: Ten Years Later, An Epilogue.” Our performance was Monday, Oct. 12, and by then every person involved with the production had
his or her own answers to these questions, each different, unique to the individual person. It certainly wasn’t because we had too much free time and
wanted to fill in our schedules. Everyone associated with Blake knows the students and faculty alike trend toward taking on too much. It wasn’t the only
opportunity we students will have to be on stage this year.

My own personal reason is stated above, but come performance day all other reasons | had for doing this were dwarfed. We all know and hear much about
Blake’s great commitment to diversity. Hardly a speech goes by in which our sense of acceptance in the community is not mentioned. Yet, on October 12, |
actually saw students, teachers and alumni, along with members of the greater Minnesota community we inhabit, come together for the sole purpose of
celebrating that diversity we so eagerly discuss. It was truly amazing for me to see all the different facets that Blake includes convene because they think
Matthew Shepard’s story is important and realize that by discussing it, we have the power to make our world a safer place to be GLBT. | wish every person

who questioned why this event was important could have been on stage with me that night so | could point out and around me and say, “That’s why.”

The Hollywood Classic
May 1,2010
Lights, Camera, ACTION!

Get ready for your close-up . ..

The spotlight will be on and the scene set for the Hollywood Classic

to arrive in style at the Blake Ice Arena in Hopkins on Saturday, May 1,
2010. Our biennial all-school fund-raiser, the Blake Classic, is where
the cast of characters — parents, alumni, faculty and staff — will come
together for a show-stopping evening of camaraderie, dining, entertain-
ment and a not-to-be-missed live auction. An online auction will be
held leading up to the event with items on which everyone may bid.

Setting the Scene

Back this year to star for the 13th time in its recurring role as the
only all-school fund-raiser is the Blake Classic. This year’s theme,

The Hollywood Classic, will be a night to remember with fine friends,
fabulous food and cocktails, live auction and entertainment to inspire
your best dance moves.

The Storyline

The Classic is held to bring the Blake community together for the
purpose of raising money to support the programs, teachers, facilities
and opportunities provided to our children as part of their Blake
experience. The 2008 Classic raised $300,000, so we need a strong
showing at the box office to make this happen again. Money raised
will come from live and silent auction proceeds, event ticket sales,
generous donors and underwriters, Blakestakes ticket sales and
advertising revenue.

Previous Classics have supported technology purchases for the
classrooms, playground equipment, teacher development, renovation
of the Bovey Chapel, and construction of the Black Box Theater and the
Spirit Rock Plaza outside of the Gordy Aamoth Jr. Memorial Stadium.

HOLLYMWOODC LASSIC

The great work of the Parent Association is funded by the Blake
Classic, as are major initiatives in the School’s yearly operating budget.
The Parent Association, through active parent involvement, helps to
support and advance the mission and core values of the School. This
happens through a wide assortment of volunteer activities and strong
financial support of many programs and initiatives. Examples include
after-school programs, grade/campus parties (bingo night, pumpkin
parties, dances, skating parties, concert/play receptions, closing/
graduation parties), faculty/staff appreciation, magazine drive,
ski/snowboard day and family/service learning.

The Hollywood Classic Needs Your Help

Auction Items

We are putting out a casting call for fabulous items to include in the live
and online auctions. We want all items — big, small, one or multiples.
We also need auction item ideas. What would you like to bid on and
take home?

We Need You

We couldn't do this without filling our leading roles and many extras.
Want to help pull this fabulous event together? Send an e-mail to
blakeclassic@blakeschool.org and we will find the perfect match for you.

Registration/Reservation details
Printed invitations will be mailed to you in the spring with online

R.S.V.Ps for ease.

See you there!
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feature
Blake Through Fresh Eyes

By Caryn Schall

One of the biggest transitions a child can make is changing schools.

We asked a few of our new students to share what it is like to be a new
kid at Blake. Their stories follow below. David reminds us that school

is often just one of many stress factors in a middle school student’s life.
Zara learns the hard way how to speak up for herself. Jayson is concerned
about protecting our planet, and Mashal’s fresh, honest eyes at the Upper
School are full of courage. Finally, young Ryan and his mom show us all
that our experience here will always be as much about the journey as it is
about the destination. To all new students and families, welcome!

David '16, Caryn and Jeffrey

September 2009: “My name is David, and sixth grade is a blast so far! I
came from Gleason Lake Elementary [Wayzata]. Changing to middle
school was a big change for me. New schedule, new friends and getting a
locker. If you ever hear a guy talking to his locker, it's probably me. I'm still
getting the hang of how a combination lock works. My homeroom teacher
is Mrs. Macziewski, and she is the bomb! I have trouble sometimes getting
organized, but I think that’s going to stop soon. When I first walked into
Blake, I thought I was going to look stupid because I got braces four days
before school, but I realized lots of kids have braces, so there’s nothing to
worry about. I love going to different classrooms for each class. Everyone
is real nice. The teachers sure are smart. I have other changes happening in
my life right now, too. My mom is getting married on September 26. I get
to wear a tux and walk her down the aisle. Then I have my birthday, and
about three weeks after that we move to a new house. I still have to get my
homework done when we have open houses at my current house. We just
sold lots of our furniture, so right now we don't have a lot of places for me
to sit. So school is sort of a relief for me. I'm glad to be at Blake because my
uncle went here, and he is now a very successful man, so Blake might be
the magic touch. Someday I hope to follow in his footsteps”

Zara, an outgoing six year old, is a first grader on the Blake campus.

She thought she had a good idea of what Blake was all about because her
two older siblings were already students here. But Zara’s biggest challenge
to date has been navigating the lunchroom. Her first day she was so
confused about where to go to get what that she ended up dining on
nothing but a pickle and a piece of cheese. She has since learned it’s okay

Maheen ’14, Niki, Zara ’21, Arman ’12 and Arif

to ask questions and, as a result, now knows where to find the full meal
to add a few more nutrients to her plate. Zara spent her pre-school years
at a Montessori school in Plymouth. Her favorite part of the day is recess,
especially when the fourth graders push her high on the swings. She also
loves library day. Her mom, Niki, marvels at the weight Zara manages to
carry in her backpack after her enthusiastic trips to the library. Zara is
looking forward to making lots of new friends.

Fa 5 e

LaShawnda, Nailah, Jayson 18 and Anthony

So far the transition to fourth grade has gone smoothly for Jayson. Jayson,
who has impeccable manners, previously attended grade school in Eden
Prairie. He’s already making quite a few new friends. His favorite class is
Spanish. Jayson also loves PE., especially when they play Capture the Flag.
The cafeteria food is great, according to Jayson, and he looks forward to
lunch on Thursdays, which is dessert day! Jayson is interested in how his
teacher has a cubby just for scrap paper so it can be re-purposed and reused.
He talks about Blake’s mission to take good care of our earth by encourag-
ing recycling and non-wasteful habits. Jaysons parents, Anthony and
LaShawda, like how Blake gives kids the freedom to question things,

to expand their minds and to get outside the box. They have found the
personalities of everyone at school to be very welcoming and open. They
want to give Jayson all the opportunities possible for a bright future, and

continued on page 6
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they think sending him to Blake is a major step in that direction.
Together the family enjoys walking in Minnesota’s beautiful parks. So, while
Jayson is benefitting from the education that Blake provides, maybe we'll
all benefit from Jayson’s good old-fashioned manners. Thank you, Jayson!

L, 2

Mashal '13, Roshaan, Emel and Masooda

Blake can now proudly carry the moniker of “the school where Mashal
goes.” Mashal is a ninth grader who loves to bike, draw and dance. She
came to Blake from Friends School of Minnesota. “It was a difficult
decision to transfer,;” Mashal says. “I was looking forward to high school at
St. Paul Central, where a lot of my friends are, but I knew this would be a
really good opportunity for me” Mashal candidly explains that so far it has
been a bit hard to find things in common with students in a smaller school
setting. “My teachers are great, though,” she says. “I really like all of them
and all my classes, especially World Literature” Mashal is considering a
career in journalism. She comes from a well-traveled and artistically
creative family. Masooda (mom) is a phenomenal chef who enjoys music
and dance, as well as fashion and fitness. Emel (dad) is an artist whose
work is displayed at their restaurant, Khyber Pass Café, in St. Paul. Emel
also loves music, plays the saxophone and hosts a weekly radio program,
“International Jazz Conspiracy, on KFAI Fresh Air Community Radio.
Roshaan (brother) is a seventh grader at Friends School. He is obsessed
with soccer, music, cooking and their little silky terrier, Leo.

Highcroft mom Linda journaled about her pre-kindergarten son Ryan’s first
days at school. Day 1: It’s a beautiful late summer morning. Ryan wakes up
and announces he’s not interested in going to pre-school. He eats a partial
breakfast and, after some convincing, begrudgingly walks to the car. We
pull into the Highcroft parking lot. I point out how much the flowers and
vegetables have grown since last May when he and his classmates donned
gloves and shovels to plant the seeds. He doesn’t seem interested. As we
approach the front doors, I see a number of eager Pre-Kers, smiling and
posing with their new backpacks for first day pictures. I realize I forgot
Ryan’s backpack. Oh well. Ryan refuses to have his picture taken. Ryan
looks through the glass doors at the packed classroom — cameras are
clicking, video recorders are filming and the conversation is loud. Ryan
makes it through the door and bursts into tears. The staff assures me this
is developmentally appropriate and that many students experience difficult

transitions. Eventually,
Mrs. Gleeson takes Ryan
into the hallway where
they have a serious
conversation about Iowa.
Ryan’s grandma lives
there, and Mrs. Gleeson
grew up there. It's time
for the parents to leave.
Ryan tears up. Mrs.
Gleeson takes him into
the classroom and lets
him sit on her lap. Day 2:
More tears. I drop off
Ryan, kiss him good-bye
and quickly turn him
over to Mrs. Gleeson.
Weekend: Rick finds a book about a rabbit that refuses to go to school but
then loves it after the first day. We read it to Ryan. He finds it amusing, or
perhaps strangely familiar. Day 3: Ryanss first full day at school. He cries
when we leave, but we know he’s in good hands. Day 4: My cell phone rings.
Ryan fell off a piece of playground equipment, landed in the mulch and
bumped his head. He’s doing fine, but Mr. Gilsdorf wanted to make certain
I was informed. Rick receives a second call from Mrs. Loftus at 3:30 p.m.

New student Ryan ’23 talks to Pre-K teach-
ing assistant Jane Gleeson about lowa.

AT |

Jenna, Linda, Rick and Ryan '23

Our nanny is picking up Ryan in the carpool lane, and Ryan is refusing to
get into her car. Rick talks to Ryan, but he is adamant that he is not getting
in. Mrs. Loftus comes to the rescue and coaxes Ryan into the car. I begin to
wonder how many staff members have already put us into their cell phone
speed dials. Day 5: No phone calls, no tears! Ryan talks eagerly about school
and especially about a discussion on germs. Day 6: Ryan has a fabulous day!
A parent asks how I'm feeling about Ryan’s transition and all of his future
opportunities. I tell her it’s a one-day-at-a-time process. I know the staff
cares immensely about the students. We are already addicted to Mr. Gilsdorf’s
blog. Ryan talks a lot about school in the evenings. We are struck by how
well the Blake teachers and staff communicate, and we recognize that our
experience at Blake will be as much about the journey as it is the destination.
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All-School

LITERACYFEST SHOPPING EXPEDITION BREAKFAST AT BLAKE will be served. Please R.S.V.P. to Sarah at

(952) 988-3445 or advancementrsvp@blakeschool.org

Help support Blake’s Lower School just by
buying books! See the Lower School Campus

Breakfast at Blake will be held on Thursday, Now.

by Thursday, Nov. 12.
19 from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. in the Cherne Forum

Calendar on page 8 for details. on the Northrop campus. All Blake parents and
alumni are invited to attend. The speaker will be
former Blake parent Dr. Sabina Zimering, a

holocaust survivor and author. A hot breakfast

THANKSGIVING BREAK — NO SCHOOL
Wednesday, Nov. 25-Friday, Nov. 27

Novembher

DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION
11/4 Student Services PK-12 Parent Workshop ~ 8:45-10 am PCR 11/25-27  PK-12 No School — Thanksgiving Break

11/6 PK-12 Noon Dismissal

11/13 Blake Booster Club Mtg. 8:30-10:30 am PCR

11/14 Admissions Open House (Pre-K-12) See Below neﬂemller

11/18 PK-12 Student Services Parent Group 8:45-10 am HMR DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION
11/19 Breakfast at Blake (Dr. Sabina Zimering) 7:30-8:30 am Forum

e II;.I;;; %?;ESSZ?;I? e et Gy 8:45-10am PCR 12/2 Student Services PK-12 Parent Workshop ~ 8:45-10 am PCR

All-School Parent
Support Group on
Learning Differences

Whether you are just beginning the challeng-
ing process of understanding learning differ-
ences or you are a veteran who has been
coping for years with your child’s dyslexia,
dysgraphia, ADHD, etc., this may be the right
place for you. We invite you to come and talk
with other parents of children with learning
differences (LD). We are one group of parents
that provides emotional support and practical
advice to parents in our entire Blake commu-
nity from pre-kindergarten through twelfth
grade. We are facilitated by the Blake Student
Services Department with lots of input from
and participation of parent volunteers. If you
would like more information, please contact
Blake campus parent liaison Lynda Hayes,
Highcroft campus parent liaison Serene
Warren or Middle and Upper School parent
liaison Etta Barry. All meetings are for all
grade levels and are from 8:45 to 10 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 18 —

Highcroft Meeting Room
Monday, Jan. 25 — PCR (Blake campus)
Wednesday, Feb. 25 — PCR (Blake campus)
Monday, April 19 — Highcroft Meeting Room
Wednesday, May 19 — PCR (Blake campus)
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Share Blake With Your Friends —
Invite Them to an Admissions Open House

There’s no doubt about it. Parents are our best ambassadors. Whenever we ask new families how
they heard about Blake, the most common answer is “from Blake parents” No one else can speak
as knowledgeably and enthusiastically about the School. So as we begin a new admissions season
we ask for your help once again. Do you have friends or colleagues who may be interested in Blake
for their children? Then please encourage them to attend one of our fall admissions open houses —
and come with them if you can! Or call the Admissions Office and we will be happy to send out
information.

If you are considering Blake for another child in your family, the Admissions team welcomes you —
be sure to call soon! For new students the admissions and financial aid application deadline for the
2009-10 academic school year is Jan. 31, 2010.

Saturday, Nov. 14 Family Open Houses

Pre-kindergarten-Grade 5 Lower School, Blake campus 9 a.m.-Noon
Pre-kindergarten—Grade 5 Lower School, Highcroft campus 10:30 a.m.—Noon
Grades 6-8 Middle School, Blake campus 9 a.m.-Noon
Grades 9-12 Upper School, Northrop campus 9 a.m.-Noon
Thursday, Dec. 3 A Morning at Highcroft

Pre-kindergarten—Grade 5 Lower School, Highcroft campus 9-11:30 a.m.

Hear from administrators and see classes in session.

Other Lower, Middle and Upper School admissions events are planned for January 2010. Watch
for an event postcard in the mail, and pass it along to a friend. Call the Admissions Office at
(952) 988-3420 or check the Admissions section of Blake’s web site for more information.

Also, if you would like to be a host at an open house and didn't sign up on the parent volunteer form,
we would still love your help. Please call Carey Moe in the Admissions Office at (952) 988-3420.
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For contact phone numbers and e-mail addresses, please use The Blake School online directory (found in

password-protected BlakeNet). Other questions? Send an e-mail to parent_association@blakeschool.org.

Lower School
LITERACYFEST SHOPPING EXPEDITION

Shop the Bookcase in Wayzata or Barnes &
Noble in the Galleria on Friday, Nov. 6 and
Saturday, Nov. 7 to help support the Lower
School Parent Association. Nearly all
merchandise purchased in stores will count
toward the only Lower School fund-raiser
this year. Please join us for the final event
of this year’s LiteracyFest!

GRAND FRIEND DAY

Grand Friend Day is Friday, Nov. 6 from

9 to 11 a.m. on both the Blake and Highcroft
campuses. Information is posted in

Friday e-folders. Families may register by
clicking here for the Blake campus and here
for the Highcroft campus.

NOON DISMISSAL/EXTENDED DAY
PROGRAM REGISTRATION

There will be a PK-12 noon dismissal on
Friday, Nov. 6 because faculty and staff will
be attending ISACS committee meetings.
The Extended Day program will be available
to pre-registered students.

PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETINGS

The next Parent Association meeting for the
Highcroft campus will be on Monday, Nov. 9
from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. in the
Highcroft Meeting Room. The next Parent
Association meeting for the Blake campus

will be on Thursday, Nov. 12 from 11:15 a.m.

to 12:45 p.m. in the Pillsbury Conference
Room. The main topic for both meetings
will be service opportunities for families.

PARENT PARTIES

Parent parties are a great way to become
acquainted or reconnect with other parents
in your child’s grade. Please make a special
effort to introduce yourself to parents who
are new to Blake. Watch for invitations and
details in your Friday e-folders and please
remember to R.S.V.P.

PK & K, Blake campus: Saturday, Nov. 14,
5:30-7:30 p.m. in the PCR

PK & K, Highcroft campus: Saturday,

Nov. 14, 5:30-7:30 p.m. in the Highcroft lobby

JOINT PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING
AND PRRENT EDUCATION

There will be a joint Lower School Parent
Association Meeting and Parent Education
Night on Thursday, Dec. 3 from 6 to 8 p.m.
in the MacMillan Performing Arts Center
on the Blake campus in Hopkins. Parents
are encouraged to arrive early and enjoy a
lite bite from 6 to 6:30 p.m. Come spend
time with and hear from Lower School
Director Barry Wadsworth, who will describe
ongoing efforts in the Lower School to
effectively meet the full range of learners.
A question and answer session will follow
his presentation.

Susan Hitchner Fluke, vice chair, Blake campus
Aleya Champlin, vice chair, Highcroft campus
Lower School Parent Association

Collect Box Tops for Education!

Did you know Blake earns 10 cents for each Box Tops
For Education label we collect? Just clip Box Tops
labels and send them to school with your children.
Collection boxes are located in or near school offices.
There are three submission deadlines, so please
submit your Box Tops regularly throughout the school
year. While this fund-raiser is for grades K-8, all
families are encouraged to bring in Box Tops. Our goal
this year is to reach $1,000, which is just 37 Box Tops
per student. For additional ways to earn credit for

the School, click here. Eligible Box Tops can now be
found on General Mills®, Pillsbury®, Betty Crocker®,
Green Giant®, Old El Paso®, Ziploc®, Kleenex® and
Cottonelle® branded products.

You Are Invited to Thursday Lunch!

We need parent volunteers to supervise Lower School
campus lunchrooms every Thursday from 12:05 to
1:35 p.m. (Blake campus) and from 11:15 a.m. to
12:05 p.m. and 12:35 to 1 p.m. (Highcroft campus).
Help give teachers some much needed planning time
while having lunch with your child — and about 80
more! For more information, please contact Marit Zosel
(Blake campus) or Mary Jo Emfield (Highcroft campus).

LiteracyFest a Big Success!

A heartfelt thanks to the many parent volunteers and
friends who gave so generously of their time, energy
and talent to make the first ever LiteracyFest such a
wonderful and fun event. Thanks also to everyone who
donated used books, shopped at the events and sup-
ported this annual literacy and spirit-building event!

Gratefully Yours,

LiteracyFest Chairs Staci Richardson and

Anne Kurowski and Boutique Chairs Annica Hedlund
and Patty Chenitz.

Novemher
DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION
11/4 PK-12 Student Services 8:45-10 am PCR 11/18 LS Student Services Parent Education Workshop 7-9 pm PCR
Parent Education Workshop 11/24 Friday Schedule
11/5 Pre-K Open House 5-7 pm LSH
11/6 Grand Friend Day 9-11 am LSB/LSH
PK-12 Noon Dismissal Decemher
11/6-7 LiteracyFest Shopping Expedition Barnes & Noble (Galleria)/
el (i) DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION
11/9 LSH Parent Association Mtg. 11:15 am-12:45 pm 12/3 Admissions Morning at HC 9-11:30 am HC
HMR LS Joint Parent Association Mtg 6-7 pm MPAC
11/12 LSB Parent Association Mtg. %’ICII{S am-12:45 pm LS Parent Education Night 7-8 pm MPAC
11/14 LSB PK & K Parent Party 5:30-7:30 pm PCR
LSH PK & K Parent Party 5:30-7:30 pm HC Lobby
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password-protected BlakeNet). Other questions? Send an e-mail to parent_association@blakeschool.org.

Middie School
PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING

Please note that due to a conflict with the
Lower School’s Grand Friend Day, the Middle
School Parent Association meeting has been
rescheduled for Friday, Nov. 13 at 8:45 a.m. in
the Bovey Chapel for the business portion of
the meeting. Parents will then join the Boosters
meeting in the Pillsbury Conference Room.

MIDDLE SCHOOL FALL PLAY:
‘FAMILY MATTERS'

Playwright Sandra Fenichel Asher answers the
question, “What is a family?” in her play “Family
Matters,” which is based on real life family experi-
ences. Join us at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 30 in
the MacMillan Performing Arts Center for the
Middle School’s performance of “Family Matters”

PARENT PARTIES

All seventh and eighth grade parents are invited
to attend the 7/8 grade parent party on Saturday,

Nov. 7 at 5:30 p.m. in the Bovey. Please look for

an invitation via e-mail.

GRADE 6 DANCE LESSONS

The first sixth grade dance lesson will take
place on Friday, Nov. 13 from 7 to 9 p.m. in the
Blake dining room. Sixth grade dance lessons
have become a Middle School tradition spon-
sored by the Parent Association. The lessons
provide an opportunity for Blake sixth graders
to get together in a social environment that is
fun, safe, inclusive and well chaperoned. All
sixth graders are invited to participate. Lessons
will also be given on Jan. 29 and Feb. 19. Any
questions, please contact Joanne Patterson or
Andrea Schemel.

GRADE 8 BUSINESS DAY

Eighth grade Business Day will take place on
Friday, Dec. 4 from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Blake
campus dining room. Everyone, including
parents, is invited to attend and spend!

Donna Magarian, vice chair
Middle School Parent Association

Novemher

DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION

11/6 PK-12 Noon Dismissal

11/7 Gr. 7/8 Parent Party 5:30-7:30 pm Bovey

11/11 MS Community Service Day

11/13 MS Parent Association Mtg. 8:45-10:15 am Bovey
Gr. 6 Dance Lesson #1 7-9 pm BDR

11/18 Student Services MS/US Parent Workshop 11 am-12:30 pm

Bovey

December

DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION

12/4 MS Parent Association Mtg. 8:45-10:15 am PCR
Gr. 8 Business Day 1-3 pm BDR

November Parent Education Classes
(For All Divisions])

Our goal in Student Services, simply put, is to take good care of kids. One way we do that is by
helping to train the trainers, who are you, the parents. Parenting is and should be the primary
influence on children. We strive to supplement and support parents. Click here for a full calendar
listing of this year’s workshops, parent groups, book discussion series and prevention series.
We do subscribe to the notion that it does indeed take a village to raise a child.

Wednesday, Nov. 4 8:45-10 a.m. PCR

PK-12 Parents

ADHD or Psychobabble? What is ADHD and how is it different from typical fidgety behavior?
The signs, current brain research and the supportive protocols and processes at Blake all will
be discussed. Blake’s team of learning specialists will present information and facilitate this
important discussion.

Wednesday, Nov. 18 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Bovey

Middle and Upper School Parents

Should | Be Concerned? Adolescent Depression and Anxiety Disorders. Learn from our Middle

and Upper School counselors about depression and anxiety disorders among teens, including
signs and symptoms, rates of incidence, myths and stereotypes, how to differentiate teen vs. adult
depression or anxiety, treatment and prognosis, and when and how to get help.

Wednesday, Nov. 18
Grade Five Parents
Grade 5 Parent Communication Workshop. The importance of parent-to-parent communication
in an “it takes a village” culture. Hear tips on effective methods for sharing among parents
information aimed at keeping everybody’s children healthy and safe.

7-9 p.m. PCR

Monday, Nov. 23 8:45-10 a.m. PCR

“Boys Adrift: The Five Factors Driving the Growing Epidemic of Unmotivated Boys and
Underachieving Young Men,” by Leonard Sax. The title captures the essence of this book
discussion open to parents of students in all grades.

AlertNow: Novembher Test

The School will be conducting its annual test of AlertNow, our urgent communication phone system on Wednesday,
Nov. 4. If you do NOT receive a call on that day, be sure to contact us at communications@blakeschool.org. Thank you.
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Unper School
COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID NIGHT

College Financial Aid Night offers information
on a broad array of financial aid arrangements
available to students. Discussion will focus on
how financial aid awards are determined and
how to complete the financial aid application.
The session will take place on Monday, Nov. 2
in the Upper School library from 7 to 9 p.m.
Parents of both juniors and seniors are welcome.

SAT AND SSAT TESTING

SAT testing will take place Saturday, Nov. 7 at
the Upper School. Students will need to arrive
by 7:45 a.m. SSAT testing will take place on
Saturday, Nov. 14 with students needing to arrive
at the Blake Upper School by 7:45 a.m. The next
SAT test date at Blake will be Saturday, Dec. 5.

PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING

The Parent Association meeting will take place
on Monday, Nov. 9 in the Cherne Forum (third
floor). A light breakfast will be served at 8 a.m.
followed by the formal meeting at 8:15 a.m.
Director of Public Service Nan Peterson and
LearningWorks Executive Director Scott Flem-
ming will offer an update of their programs.
Please note: this meeting is being scheduled in
the morning in order to allow some parents to
attend who may not be able to do so midday.

There will be an open house at the Upper School
on Saturday, Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to noon for
prospective students.

US FALL PLAY

The Upper School drama department will
present “The Dining Room” by A. R. Gurney on
Nov. 19, 20 and 21 at 7:30 p.m. in the MacMillan
Performing Arts Center. For reservations, please
call (952) 988-3822.

UPPER SCHOOL WINTER CHOIR, STRINGS
AND BAND CONCERTS

The Upper School choirs will present their winter
concert on Tuesday, Dec. 1 at 7:30 p.m. in the
MacMillan Performing Arts Center. The Upper
School/Middle School strings will perform their
winter concert on Monday, Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m. in
the MPAC. The Upper School bands will perform
their winter concert in the MPAC on Wednesday,
Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m.

GRADE 9 COFFEE WITH THE DEAN

Ninth Grade Dean Dion Crushshon will meet
with parents on Thursday, Dec. 3 from 8 to 9 a.m.
in the Upper School’s Cherne Forum.

WINTER SNO BALL DANCE

This year’s winter dance for Upper School
students will take place on Saturday, Dec. 5
from 8:30 to 11:30 p.m., location TBD.

Maureen Rudd, vice chair
Upper School Parent Association

For contact phone numbers and e-mail addresses, please use
The Blake School online directory (found in password-protected
BlakeNet). Other questions? Send an e-mail to
parent_association@blakeschool.org.

The Upper School Theater
Department Presents:
The Dining Room

Renowned playwright A. R. Gurney’s comedic
drama “The Dining Room” is the Upper School
theater program’s fall play. Gurney, one of
America’s most prolific modern playwrights,
is the author of such theatrical treats as “Love
Letters,” “Sylvia,” “The Cocktail Hour” and
“The Golden Age.”

A highly talented team of cast and crew has
been assembled to produce this unique play,
which takes place on a single set, representing
a number of dining rooms belonging to a host
of different characters — 57 to be exact.

The action is comprised of a collection of
interrelated scenes that range from hysterically
funny to more serious in nature. Each scene
introduces a different set of people and events,
from little boys and stern grandfathers, giggling
teenage girls and Irish house maids. As one
scene succeeds another, a grand pattern of life
emerges. “If the dining room walls could talk,
this is what they would say!”

Performances:

Thursday, Nov.19  7:30 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 20 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov.21  7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $5 and all performances will

take place in the MacMillan Performing Arts
Center on the Blake campus. For reservations
please call (952) 988-3822.

November December

DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION DATE EVENT TIME/LOCATION

11/2 US College Financial Aid Night 7-9 pm US Lib 12/1 Live@Blake 7-9 pm US

11/6 PK-12 Noon Dismissal (HR at 7:50 am) US Choral Concert 7:30 pm MPAC

11/7 SAT Testing 7:45 am-1 pm US 12/3 Gr. 9 Coffee with the Dean 8-9 am Forum
Gr. 9 Parent Party 5:30-7:30 pm PCR 12/5 SAT Testing 8 am-1 pm US

11/9 US Parent Association Mtg. 8-10 am Forum US Sno Ball Dance 8:30-11:30 pm

11/14 SSAT 7:45 am-Noon US Lib Location TBD

11/18 Student Services MS/US Parent Workshop 11 am-12:30 pm Bovey

11/19-21  US Fall Play 7:30 pm MPAC

11/24 US Thanksgiving Assembly 2-3 pm JNA
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Legacy Day’'09 — Cold Hands, Warm Hearts

While the temperature on Friday, Oct. 9 was downright chilly, the mood of students, sta , alumni and
parents was anything but frigid as Blake's fourth annual Legacy Day got under way. s event, which
brings the Blake community together to provide service for our greater community, was another huge
success on all levels — friendships were renewed, relationships were born and a great time was had by all.

Nearly 2,000 individuals participated in the day’s activities, which started with the rst Breakfast at Blake
of the school year (featuring Outstanding Alumna of the Year Barbara Forster '55) and Convocation '09
(with its theme of Footprints for the Future and the importance of sustainability) and ending with

Legacy group cheers and reunion activities for alumni. As in years past, Blake participants helped make
adi erence in the lives of our neighbors — both local and global — through service projects. Some of the
results of the work of the day include:

« 52,760 meals were packaged for Impact Lives to be shipped to the Philippines and Haiti

e 253 adult eece blankets and 18 baby blankets were created for donation to local homeless shelters
« 150 nesting boxes were built in partnership with Elpis Enterprises and the  ree Rivers Park System

For more photos of this great day, click here to view the Legacy Day photo album online.

The Blake School provides students with an excellent, academically
challenging education in a diverse and supportive community committed to a common set of values.
Students are expected to participate in an integrated program of academic, artistic and athletic activities
in preparation for college, lifelong learning, community service and lives as responsible world citizens.

Love of Learning « Integrity « Respect « Courage

PARENT NEWS is published under the auspices

of the Communications O  ce and the Parent

Association. Deadline for information submissions is the
rst of the month prior to issue date.

Contact the editor or parent representatives:

Editor, Ruth O’'Neill (952) 541-4791, cincobill@aol.com;

Upper School, Maureen Rudd (612) 377-2552;

Middle School, Donna Magarian (612) 823-3219;

CODES: MPAC—MacMillan Performing Arts Center;
PCR—Pillsbury Conference Room;

US—Upper School; MS—Middle School; LSB—Lower
School Blake Campus; LSH—Lower School Highcro
Campus; LS—Lower School, both

locations; BC—Blake Campus; CCR—Croshy
Conference Room; NSDR—Northrop Campus

Small Dining Room; BDR—BIake Campus Dining Room;

Lower School-Blake, Susan Hitchner Fluke (612) 929-2925;
Lower School-Highcro , Aleya Champlin (952) 476-0258;
Parent Association President, Ellen Hoeg (612) 377-5102;
Blake Today, TBD; Calendar,

Joni Starr, Head of School’s O  ce (952) 988-3405.

HDR—Highcro Campus Dining Room;
BLCR—BIake Lower Conference Room;
MTC—Middle School Media/Technology Center;
JNA—US Juliet Nelson Auditorium;
HMR—Highcro Meeting Room.
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