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Blake held its first-ever, community-wide service day
on April 14. In Our Backyard invited members of
the School community to participate in a variety of

service activities, including door-to-door food collection
and a homelessness awareness event. An urban watershed
stewardship event was postponed due to cold weather.

Thirty Blake alumni, parents, current students and 
faculty participated in the
hunger awareness and food
collection event in Wayzata.
Participants collected food to
donate to Interfaith Outreach
and Community Partners and
then received a tour of the facil-
ity and important information
about the reality of hunger, even
in the Western suburbs.

That evening, 80 Upper School students, eight Blake
faculty members and six alumni and their families partici-
pated in the homelessness awareness event on the Blake
campus, which was organized by students in the class of
2008. They participated in a poverty simulation led by
staff from Urban Immersion. Some participants spent the
cold evening in tents near Aamoth Stadium, while 55 

others participated in a 
challenge track activity on the
lower fields led by Blake staff
member Jeff Jensen and his
brother Greg, who is a Lakeville
policeman. Staff from Interfaith
Outreach and Community 
Partners, Simpson Housing and
Avenues for Homeless Youth
helped in the design and 
implementation of the event.

In Our Backyard: Blake Service Day

The Mahoney family works together to set up their shelter for the cold night ahead.

Juniors Sarah Hoops, Joy Lee and Sarah Carpenter 
(L to R) were shivering but smiling after emerging
from their sleeping quarters on Sunday morning.

Blake families, alumni and faculty gather at Highcroft before heading out to collect
food for a local food shelf.

In the middle of the night, Blake staff
member Jeff Jensen awoke the students
who were participating in the more 
challenging version of the homelessness
experience. The students were interro-
gated and moved to different locations in
an effort to simulate what it is like to
sleep out in an insecure environment.

Mike Shogren ’85, the chair of the Alumni Board’s
Service Committee, introduced the concept of a
community-wide service day at Blake.
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Celebration of Community 2007

On Sunday, May 6, the rhythmic beating of
African drums blended with the lifting voices of
a gospel choir while Irish dancers performed jigs,

and visitors of all ages created Lithuanian wax Easter
eggs and Chinese characters. Food tasting, entertainment
and hands-on arts and crafts activities were all the order
of the day at Blake’s biennial Celebration of Community
event, held on the Blake campus.

Conceived several years ago to offer Blake families and
friends the opportunity to experience the many and varied
cultures represented within its own community, the event
exposes children and adults alike to other cultural 
backgrounds, values, ethnic traditions, rituals, food, dress,
education, language and arts and highlights some of the
differences that make each of us special. 

Middle School Assistant Director Sara Stephenson
(pictured with Alwyn Lansing ‘12) showed folks a
jolly old glimpse of her native England.
Stephenson’s husband, Paul, taught visitors the
fundamentals of rugby with demonstrations on the
Glenn Field.

The Akiti Family explained the art of Adinkra stamping and also shared photos from
and stories about their spring break trip to visit relatives in Ghana, West Africa. 

A group of Blake students find their rhythm on the African drums during a 
session led by Ghana M’Baye.

The Quraishi family (pictured) gave event visitors a Taste of
Pakistan through co-hosting a cultural destination with the
Altafullah and Tajamal families.

Dancers from the corda mor School of Irish Dance — including
Blake student Erin Curran ’10 (pictured, far right) — wowed the
crowd with their energetic performances. 




