TELL ME ABOUT

Middle School

We recognize that Middle School is a time of transition, and our Middle School teachers work diligently
to smooth the way, both academically and interpersonally, as students invent and re-invent themselves.

o Middle School includes grades six through
eight. Grades average about 112 students.

« With an average of 16 students per class, the
faculty have ample opportunity to get to know
each student well and to work closely with
them on a daily basis.

» Middle School students attend the Blake
campus in Hopkins — 55 acres of rolling hills.
This campus is also home to our varsity athletic
fields, tennis courts, pool and ice arena.

BUILDING THE FOUNDATION FOR SUCCESS

The Middle School grade-level teams are the core

of our program. Grade-level teachers meet twice a
week to discuss the academic and social progress of
individual students and to develop class activities
that build a sense of community. With only 10 to 12
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students per homeroom (referred to as “advisory”),
our teachers are sensitive to the academic and social
progress of each student. Homeroom teachers
(referred to as “advisors”) also effectively work with
parents, helping build a firm foundation for the
challenges of Upper School and beyond.

Blake’s Middle School curriculum emphasizes
investigation and independent thinking while
providing a solid knowledge base in the academic
disciplines. Standards are high, ensuring that each
student is challenged in appropriate ways. Formal
science labs, experiential units in social studies and
foreign language, book talks in English and special
activities in math help to bring meaning to each
subject. Disciplines are interwoven when appropriate,
to help students see the connection of all knowledge.

Each Middle School student gives a formal speech

to the entire Middle School community during the
eighth grade year. Here, the student’s learning skills,
ability to form opinions, willingness to take risks and
awareness of self are evident.




TECHNOLOGY WITH PURPOSE

Technology is incorporated into our curriculum
where it enhances creativity and problem-
solving abilities. Students learn to see
technology as a valuable tool for learning and
not as an end unto itself.

MAKING TIME FOR ARTS AND ATHLETICS

Arts and physical education are also key to

our Middle School program. Students may
participate in either band, the strings program
or a choir. In addition, they enjoy drawing,
painting and ceramics, and are introduced to
art history and woodworking. Students write,
direct and produce their own skits in drama. An
Integrated Arts 8 class is offered to eighth grade
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students who want to explore the integration
of three arts disciplines: visual art, music and
theater. This full-year class is team taught by
the Middle School art, shop, choral and drama
teachers and culminates in an independent
project communicating who they are as artists
and individuals.

All Middle School students participate in
physical education as part of our standard
curriculum. Seventh and eighth graders are
eligible for our after-school Middle School
sports program and can play at the high
school level if qualified. Always, the focus is on
leadership, sportsmanship and teamwork as
well as on basic and competitive skills.

ENCOURAGING INVOLVEMENT,

FOSTERING NEW INTERESTS

Co-curricular activities such as the virtual
newspaper (Blake News Network, or BNN),
the yearbook, math team, book club, jazz lab
and the Middle School play provide even more
opportunities for Middle School students to
hone their interests and become involved.

You'll be surprised at what you learn and what your child can become.

To schedule a campus tour or request an application, call the admissions office
at 952-988-3420. You can also apply online or download an application:

www.blakeschool.org/admissions.
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